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al Dhaki al-Mausili p. 284 (Art Orientalis 1l 1957).
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Mayer : L.A, : Islamic Metalworkers and their works (Geneva
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Herbert Maryon. A History of Technology Vol. Il p. 452 (Lon-
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Lord Lansdowne’s Declaration of 1903 (re-affirmed by Sir
Edward Grey in 1907).
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«We should regard the establishment of a naval base or of a
fortified Port on the Persian Gulf by any other Power
as a very grave menace to British interests and that we
should certainly resist it with all the means at our dis-
posal».
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F.O. 371/10138 - 9155 - Memorandum by Mr. Mullet | «We
should regard the establishment of a navel base, or
fortified port, in the Persian Gulf by any other power as
a very grave menace to British interests, and we should
certainly resist it with all the means at our disposal».
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(London, 1969) p. 55.
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DE SLANE; Catalogue des manuscrits arabes de la B.N. Paris
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E. BLOCHET: Catalogue des manuscrits arabes des nouvelles
acquisicions Paris, 1929.

Supplement du catalogue des manuscrits arabes.

BROCKELMANN: G. A. L. Leiden - 2 Vol. | (1943) Il (1949).
Supplement. | (1937) I (1938) - 1l (1942).
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ISLAMIC SCHOLARSHIP ?

According to the blurb to Ha-
garism: The Making of the Isla-
mic World by Patricia Crone
and Michael Cook (Cambridge
University Press, £7.50 pp. 268)
this book sets out new theory
of the origins of Islam and a
novel analysis of the formation
of Islamic civilization’. The 'new
theory’ is based entirely on
nhon-Muslim sources. The term
Hagarism is used for the pre-
sumed original stage in the de-
velopment of the religion, and
is derived from a reference to
the Mahgraye (the Syriac réen-
dering of muhajirun) as ’the
sons of Ismael bar Hagar bar
Abraham’ (p. 160). Although
the authors show great erudi-
tion, their 'new theory’ is abso-
lutely valueless because it is
based on certain  assump-
tions unacceptable to sound
scholarship.

Firstly, their neglect of the
Islamic tradition is based on the
fact that there are ’no cogent
external grounds for accepting
it" (p. 3). This principle, how-
ever, if applied to any of the
great civilizations of the world,
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would lead to an almost com-
plete rejection of their early his-
tory. One need only mention
Greek and Roman civilization
Church, and even the pre-exilic
period of Israelite history. What
account could be given of the
beginnings of these from alien
sources ?

Secondly, while the authors

would probably claim that there
are many more external sources
for early [slam than for these
others, they completely fail to
justify their reliance on the cre-
dibility of such sources. Yet it
is common knowledge that the
external Latin mediaeval sour-
ces give a picture of Islam that
is full of distortions; and some
justification is required for hold-
ing that these early Syriac and
other sources are more reliable

Thirdly, the authors practise

what might be called the 'mag-
pie method’ of argument. They
collect a few facts, on which a
specious case can be based,
and neglect the main body of
facts and esnecially any con-
trary facts. Thus they are hap-
py to support their case bv
some selected points from the
Islamic tradition. while neglect-
ing or rejecting that tradition as
a whole. This 'magpie method’
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is applied not only in expound-
ing the theory of Hagarism but
also in the later parts of the
book where they present a very
individualistic ’analysis of the
formation of Istamic civilization’,

It is sad to see young peopie
frittering away their undoubted
talents in such fruitless exer-
cises, and it is surprising that
a reputable university press is
prepared to publish what can
only be described as pseudo-
scholarship.

W. Montgomery Watt
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